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This worksheet is courtesy of BeechTreeHandmade.com
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Now just trim the length to the size you want.
Tips:
● Cut the selvedges off before you press the seam open – they are tighter and have less give than the fabric itself and can cause a pucker sometimes.  Make a big enough seam so that you can do this.  So make your sewing line ½” away from the selvedge.  Press the seam open so it lays flat.
● Use a walking foot if you can to sew the seam – it will move the fabric along better, so that it is even.
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cut the fold end
off, just enough to
eliminate the fold
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NOW you can open up
sewn seam the fabric
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seam line

now you have a quilt
back with the seam
72> horizontally, but you
didn’t have to cut two
separate pieces and
sew them together
todoit
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Example: Here is a quilt
that is 56" wide
and 72 long. You
could create a backing

s for it in one of

two ways: either by

seaming the backing
fabric vertically
or horizontally.
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you could use one
whole length of the
backing fabric vertically, but
the width will only be
about 40", so you need
to cut a strip and
sew it along the length,
adding another 16” to the
width. This method uses a
lot of fabric - it will take
atleast 4 yards
to do it this way
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Seam Horizontally:
Making the seam horizontally
will take less fabric - just a little
more than 3 yards for this
size. Usually, you would
cut two pieces of fabric 56”
long and sew them together
along the selvedges,
like this.

But | dislike doing that
for some reason, s0. . .
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Easier Method

take 112" length of fabric
and fold to other end

(purple lines are the selvedges)

56" 56"

| prefer to take a length of fabric (double
the size of the width of the quilt), and
fold it end to end, matching up one
selvedge edge
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now you have a length of fabric
that is folded, which makes it the
width of the quilt top

fold line
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Sew at least a 1/2"
seam along one
selvedge edge (don't
actually sew into the
selvedge itself,
because it has no give)




